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PRESIDENT’S PAGE 


Ruth McBirney 


Your new President is taking 
over her duties at an exciting and 
momentous time in library history. 
The Library Services Bill, which 
so many people have worked for 
over a period of many years has 
finally been approved by the Sen- 
ate and the House, and signed by 
the President, and now awaits only 
the appropriations of funds to put 
it into effect. The prospect of what 
this will mean for Idaho is rather 
breathtaking—both in the dreams 
of improved library service which 
can now become a reality, and in 
the amount of work we wil all 
have to put forth to bring about 
that reality. 

The next step in the process for 
Idaho will be to obtain from the 
State Legislature a sufficient ap- 
propriation to hire a State Librari- 
an, who can act as a coordinator 
and a field worker in the organi- 
zation of the program already 
partially set up by the State Li- 
brary Board. We hope that Idaho’s 
share of the yearly $7,500,000 to 
be distributed among the forty- 


eight states and four territories 
will be about $72,000. We librari- 
ans can all help by convincing 
the people of our communities and 
our local legislators of the need for 
an increased state appropriation, 
and of the value of participating 
in the federal program. Let’s all 
take every opportunity possible to 
publicize Idaho’s library needs and 
ways of meeting them. By having 
the cooperation and support of 
everyone, we can make it a strong 
program. 

The IDAHO LIBARIAN is like- 
wise making history, by appearing 
in a new format. This issue is 
an experiment, but we hope that 
this, another dream of years stand- 
ing, can become its permanent 
format. Our congratulations and 
felicitations to Theron Atkinson, 
the new editor, who has brought 
it about. With the assistance of 
Don Hunter, the new advertising 
manager, he hopes to make it a 
paying, or at least self-supporting 
venture. You can help us 
stay in print by patronizing the 
advertisers and by letting them 
know where you saw the adver- 
tisement. 

It is with deep regret that we 
have learned that Mrs. Charles 
Winstead is ending her term of 
service as chairman of the State 
Library Board. Mrs. Winstead has 
worked diligently and has made a 
real contribution to the library 
movement in Idaho during her 
three years of service. We shall 
miss her on the Board, but are 
comforted by the knowledge that 
she will still be our enthusiastic 
supporter in unofficial capacity. 

The incoming president of the 
biennial meeting year is very for- 
tunate in having her committees 
already established and running 
smoothly when she takes office. 
Our program is set for us, and 
with the same spirit of enthusiastic 
cooperation that has characterized 
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Meet the Vice President 


It was fascinating to me to meet 
all of you at McCall and to be able 
to put definite faces to all these 
names that I’ve been hearing this 
past few months. I came away 


the work of ISLA in the past we 
should make real progress this 
coming year. 

In closing, tribute should be 
-paid again to all who helped make 
the McCall convention such a 
pleasant success, to Carol Trimble 
who gave us much to think about, 
to Martha Guenther who presided 
so ably, and to Mildred Hilswick 
and the section secretaries who 
have done such a good job of re- 
porting the minutes of the various 
sessions. In the pages that follow 
you will find a full report of the 
meetings. 

Ruth McBirney 
President 


from McCall with the conviction 
that Librarians are indeed a dedi- 
cated people and that eventually 
the Idaho librarians will make 
themselves felt in Idaho. Miss 
Guenther did a beautiful coordin- 
ating job between the sections and 
next year’s district meetings ought 
to bear fruit. Miss McBirney sure- 
ly has a sound foundation upon 
which to lay her year’s work, and 
with the cooperation evidenced at 
the convention it looks like a suc- 
cessful year ahead. 

The end of our first fiscal year 
and the end of the money left in 
the budget coincided beautifully 
here at L.C.N.S. As of now, we’ve 
turned architects to draw the plans 
for shelving in our periodical room 
to hold the various sizes of bound 
periodicals. Our long range plans 
called for having that room ready 
for use this fall, so these hot 
summer months will find the three 
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Minutes of the Executive Board Meeting 


The executive board of ISLA 
met on Thursday May 10, at 
8:30 p.m. The meeting was called 
to order by the in-coming presi- 
dent, Ruth McBirney. Others pres- 
ent were: Martha Guenther, 
Marion Bingham, Fern Prior, 
Margaret Kelsch, Mildred Hils- 
wick, Eli Obler and Charles Web- 
bert. Carol Trimble, guest speaker 
for the convention, was also pres- 
ent. 

Reading of the minutes of the 
previous meeting was dispensed 
with, and the minutes were ac- 
cepted as published in the IDAHO 
LIBRARIAN. 

The treasurer’s report was 
accepted as published in the April 
IDAHO LIBARIAN, with the ad- 
dition of a statement corrected to 
May 10, 1956 as follows: Balance 
on hand May 10, 1956—$794.66. 
This additional statement was ac- 
cepted as read. 

In a discussion of the system 
of auditing of the treasurer’s ac- 


of us who will remain on duty 
this summer doing most of our 
work in our nice cool basement. 

May I take this opportunity to 
thank all of you who sent me 
eards after my accident? As most 
of you know, I skidded on loose 
gravel just nine miles from Lewis- 
ton on my way home from McCall. 
My car is an absolute wreck and 
I’m not far from it. Fortunately 
aside from the bruises and abra- 
sions, I came out with only a 
cracked rib. I had landed in a 
deep gully just narrow enough for 
my car to be wedged in, and two 
men carried me straight up the 
eight or ten foot side of that gully. 
I’m wagering that that fete gave 
them more internal injuries than 
I had. 

T’ll be looking forward to seeing 
all of you at PNLA. 

Fern Prior 
Vice President 


counts which followed, it was sug- 
gested that a sub-committee of 
three from the executive board be 
appointed to go over the books. 
Mr. Obler moved a clarification of 
the motion passed May 13, 1955, 
concerning this audit, said clarifi- 
cation to read: “Past president” 
shall mean the past president not 
in office during the treasurer’s 
last year. Motion was seconded and 
passed. It was also recommended 
that the advertising manager be 
asked to give a yearly statement 
of his accounts with the advertis- 
ers. 
A committee was appointed to 
set up a new procedure of book- 
keeping, consisting of Martha 
Guenther, Margaret Kelsch, and 
third member to be selected for 
the business staff or business office 
of Idaho State College. 

In view of the fact that Mrs. 
Bess had turned in her resigna- 
tion as editor of the IDAHO 
LIBRARIAN, various possibilities 
for a new editor were suggested. 
It was finally moved, seconded, 
and passed that Theron Atkinson 
be asked to serve for two years 
as editor and advertising manager, 
beginning with the July, 1956 
issue. The matter of having a 
printed publication was also dis- 
cussed. 

A letter from Mabel Baker 
former legislative chairman, was 
read, conveying greetings and 
wishes for a successful convention, 
and enclosing a gift of $5.00 for 
the Association. 

It was announced that Lee Zim- 
merman, chairman of the Micro- 
filming Committee, who had 
agreed to serve only one year 
more, will continue to serve until 
May, 1957. 

Under various items of expense, 
it was decided not to send a 
contribution to the ALA office 
fund as had been suggested. The 
possibility of allowing expenses of 
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the president to attend midwinter 
or summer ALA meetings was 
discussed, but no decision was tak- 
en and the question was tabled 
for further discussion. 


It was decided that the expense 
of the hotel room for the president 
at each biennial meeting, begin- 
ning with this year, be met by 
the association, and that the room 
be used as a convention office, 
as needed. 

The following locations were 
.suggested as meeting places for 
District Meetings in May, 1957: 
Northern District, Lewis-Clark 
Normal School at Lewiston; South- 
west District, Twin Falls; South- 
east District, Blackfoot. 

A motion was made, seconded 
and passed that we recommend 
to the State Library Board that 
they make it possible for the State 
Library to subscribe to LIBRARY 
LITERATURE, and as nearly as 
possible to complete its back fiie. 

The convention agenda was dis- 


cussed and everything seemed to 
be well under control. 

The meeting was adjourned until 
8:30 a.m. Saturday, May 12. 

The adjourned meeting was held 
at 8:30 a.m., May 12, at which 
time breakfast was served. 


A note was read indicating that 
Mrs. William E. Folz would be 
interested in an active job in ISLA. 
It was agreed that she be asked 
to serve on the Library Develop- 
ment Committee. 

It was decided to ask Lois Her- 
ron to attend the Washington 
Library Association workshop, 
“Program services to groups,” at 
the University of Washington in 
July and report in the October 
IDAHO LIBRARIAN. 

Theron Atkinson agreed to take 
the editorship of the IDAHO LI- 
BRARIAN for the July issue, and 
possibly for the year. He declined 
to undertake both jobs however, 
and suggested Mr. Donnell Hunter 
of Ricks College Library as Ad- 
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Report of State Biennial Meeting, 
May 11, 12, 1956 


The 1956 meeting of the Idaho 
State Library Association was held 
at Shore Lodge, McCall, Idaho. 
Miss Ruth McBirney, in-coming 
president and her conference com- 
mittee were responsible for ar- 
rangements that resulted in a very 
smooth-running and successful 
convention. 

The first general session was 
called to order at 9:30 alm., May 
11, by Martha Guenther, Presi- 
dent. There was an address of wel- 
come by Mr. Armstrong of McCall, 
acting as substitute for Mayor 
Arthur Roberts who was unable to 
attend. The following persons were 
presented: 

Mr. Alton B. Jones, State Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction 

Mrs. Marguerite Campbell, 
member of the State Board of 
Education 

Mrs. Charles Winstead of Boise, 
Chairman of the State Library 
Board 

Mrs. Glen Balch of Boise, mem- 
ber of the State Library Board 
and Chairman of the Legislative 
Committee of ISLA. 

Miss Gertrude Eastman, State 
Supervisor of Elementary Schools 


vertising Manager. Mr. Atkinson 
felt definitely that printing should 
be tried for one issue at least, 
and this was agreed upon, pro- 
vided that the cost does not go 
over $250. Future printing will 
depend on how the project works 
out. The Editor was asked to make 
a cost accounting for this issue, 
with the idea of planning for cleri- 
cal assistance in the future when 
necessary. 
The meeting was adjourned at 
10:15 a.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mildred Hilswick, Secretary 
Idaho State Library 
Association 


Miss Lois Hansen, Chairman of 
the Public Relations Committee of 
ISLA 

Mr. Arthur DeVolder, Chairman 
of the Library Development Com- 
mittee of ISLA 

Mr. Theron Atkinson, Advertis- 
ing Manager of the IDAHO LI- 
BRARIAN. 

Mr. Atkinson then presented the 
convention exhibitors. 

The President read a letter from 
Mabel Baker of Salem, Oregon, 
formerly Legislative Committee 
Chairman, conveying good wishes 
for the convention and enclosing 
a gift of $5.00 for the association. 

Mrs. Eli Oboler, ALA Councilor, 
announced that he had just re- 
ceived a telegram telling of the 
passage of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Library Services 
Bill after ten years of effort by 
librarians and others interested— 
a great day for the cause of li- 
braries in all the states. 

The President expressed the 
wish that small libraries which did 
not already belong to ISLA might 
become members at this time. 

The principal speaker was then 
introduced: Miss Carol Trimble, 
County Librarian of Douglas 
County, Oregon. Her excellent and 
inspiring speech on the formation 
of district libraries is printed in 
this issue of the IDAHO LIBRARI- 
AN 


Mrs. Glen Balch presented a 
skit on library development, assist- 
ed by Mrs. Winstead and Lois 
Hansen. 

Mrs. Winstead told of the plans 
of the State Library Board if the 
$75,000 budget presented to the 
Legislature for the biennium is 
passed. It is planned to employ a 
state librarian whose function will 
be to advise and give field service 
to local libraries. Mrs. Winstead 
also paid tribute to Mrs. Edith 
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Robinson of the state traveling 
library and her staff for their 
maximum service rendered with 
minimum income. If the Library 
Services Bill passes the Senate, 
there will be about $72,000 per 
year for five years for Idaho. It 
is planned to use this money for 
a diversified demonstration pro- 
gram, particularly with the book- 
mobile. Library salaries are to be 
supported by the state and not 
_by this federal subsidy, which is 
definitely for pump priming. 


A question period followed. 


Mr. DeVolder of the library de- 
velopment committee said that at 
present the smaller district librar- 
ies are a help, but we must plan, 
if we are to have the larger region- 
al set-up, so that local plans will fit 
into the larger without legal con- 
flict. 

Motion was made, seconded and 
passed that the meeting be ad- 
journed at 11:50 a.m. 

A luncheon followed the busi- 
ness meeting. Martha Guenther, 
President, introduced the officers 
of ISLA: Ruth McBirney, incom- 
ing President; Marion Bingham, 
past President; Mildred Hilswick, 
Secretary; Margaret Kelsch, Treas- 
urer; and Eli Oboler, ALA Coun- 
cilor who was the luncheon speak- 
er. Mr. Oboler read a telegram of 
greeting from ALA officers and 
John Richards, President. Mr. 
Oboler stressed the importance of 
membership in state, regional and 
national professional organizations. 
He stated that there are only 35 
ALA members in Idaho, as well as 
a low percentage in PNLA and 
even in ISLA. 


Directors of the Pacific North- 
west Library Development survey 
to be financed by the Ford Foun- 
dation grant were announced: Dr. 
Martin Kroll, Assistant Professor 
of political science at Wayne Uni- 
versity in Detroit and to be assist- 
ed by Mr. Drennan. 


Mrs. Marguerite Campbell of the 
State Board of Education was in- 
troduced and talked briefly, stress- 
ing cooperation between the State 
Board of Education and the State 
Library Board. Mr. Alton B. Jones, 
Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, was introduced and spoke 
briefly. 

Miss Guenther, in the absence of 
Chester Cooper of the ISC film 
library who was to talk on audio- 
visual aids, gave his talk. There is 
no reason for the Idaho State 
Traveling Library to stock films, 
since the University, the State 
College, and Boise Junior College 
are well-stocked. Mr. Jones and 
Miss Eastman agreed with this 
recommendation. 

The luncheon meeting was ad- 
journed at 2:30 p.m. 

Sectional meetings were held 
from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. Minutes of 
these meetings were presented as 
follows: Mrs. Marjorie Fairchild, 
chairman of School Library sec- 
tion; Mr. Arthur DeVolder, chair- 
man of the Public Library and 
trustees section; Mrs. Fern Prior, 
chairman of the College section. 

School Librarians Section 

The School Librarians section 
meeting was held in the gift shop 
of Shore Lodge, with Mrs. Marj- 
orie Fairchild presiding. Those in 
attendance introduced themselves 
to the group. 

Mrs. Emma Mount, Librarian at 
Middleton, gave a summary of the 
activities and benefits derived 
from the American Association of 
School Librarians and distributed 
literature about it. 

The possibility of organizing the 
school librarians within the state 
was discussed. The general agree- 
ment was that we are too spread 
out as a group geographically, to 
organize as a separate or strong 
state group. After some discussion, 
Miss Gertrude Eastman moved 
that we present a request to the 
Executive Board of the Idaho State 
Library Association that a consti- 
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tutional amendment be voted upon, 
to permit the organization of a 
school library group within the 
Idaho State Library Association. 
This was seconded by Mrs. Wini- 
fred Lindsay and was unanimously 
carried. By so doing, the proposal 
was made that if this is approved, 
a library representative from each 
Idaho Education Association dist- 
rict would attend ISLA meetings, 
thus establishing better relation- 
ships between the two organiza- 
tions. 

The school library group then 
joined the college and university 
group for a joint discussion of 
library course offerings for teach- 
ers in Idaho schools wishing to 
qualify as librarians. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. Marjorie E. Fairchild 
Chairman, School Library 
Section 


College Librarians Section 


The College librarians section 
met in the Shore Lodge Dining 
room. 

Meeting was called to order by 
Mrs. Fern Prior. 

The first business of the meeting 
was to elect the chairman of the 
College Section who will hold of- 
fice at the next state meeting in 
1958. Dr. Michael Slama of the 
University of Idaho Library was 
nominated and unanimously el- 
ected to the position of chairman. 

Mrs. Prior stated that the letters 
of suggestion which she had re- 
ceived had been of great assist- 
ance, and hoped that the new of- 
ficer would continue to receive 
this valuable aid. 

Lois Hansen began the discus- 
sion of the afternoon. As a re- 
sult of a request from Dr. Mam- 
mon of the College of Idaho this 
group is asked to determine what 
should be offered as a curriculum 
in summer schools to provide 
training for teacher-librarians. 

Idaho has to concentrate on re- 
quirements for school librarians 


and upgrading of standards will 
have to come from this level. The 
required number of hours of li- 
brary training to be a teacher- 
librarian is a minimum of six 


hours, while the recommended 
number of credit hours is fifteen to 
eighteen, as an education major 
or minor. 

Mrs. Prior had requested all the 
Idaho colleges to send in lists and 
descriptions of their several 
courses of library training, and 
had tabulated the courses to show 
what is being offered in Idaho. It 
was found that most of these 
courses are offered only during 
summer school sessions, with the 
exception of Children’s Literature, 
Use of the Library courses, and 
Audio-visual Aids. 

The group, after discussion, de- 
termined that it is preferable to 
advocate that all school librarians 
have some instruction in catalog- 
ing, book selection, reference 
methods, operational routines and 
administration in addition to child- 
ren’s literature. The manner in 
which this instruction would be re- 
ceived was not determined, but it 
was agreed that all these subjects 
should be included. 

At this point the School Li- 
brarians joined the meeting. The 
high school group is fearful that 
the requirements for Class A 
school Librarians will be lowered, 
and Miss Guenther recommended 
that IEA be requested to offer a 
minimum requirement for all 
schools, and hope for improving 
the requirements to meet with 
those of the Northwest Association 
of Secondary and Higher Schools 

It was further agreed that the 
terminology of courses offered at 
the Idaho institutions should be 
uniform. 

Mr. Oboler suggested that Li- 
brary Science might be one of the 
courses traded between states in 
the Northwest Compact. Miss 
Guenther moved that we recom- 
mend that Library Science be add- 


‘ 
| 
i] 


ed to this list and that a letter 
of request to be written to Dr. 
C. W. McIntosh to this effect. 

A committee of two school 
librarians and two college librari- 
ans to propose a suggested pro- 
gram was selected. Miss Lois Han- 
sen and Mrs. Geneva Bittleston 
were nominated as the college 
members to this committee. These 
nominations were accepted by the 
group. Mrs. Brummer and Mrs. 
Fairchild were nominated as the 
two members for the school li- 
’ brarians. These were also agreed 
upon. Miss Hansen was selected 
- as the chairman of this committee. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Alice McClain 
Acting Secretary 


Public Librarians and 
Trustees Section 

The meeting was called to order 
by Arthur L. DeVolder, chairman, 
who gave a brief history of the 
movement for establishment of 
county libraries which started in 
1928 and its gradual development 
into the district library ideology 
which finally became a reality 
with passage of the Library Dist- 
rict Enabling Act in 1955 after a 
vigorous legislative campaign. Tri- 
bute was given to such persons 
as Miss Jessie Fraser, Mrs. Olive 
Bess, Miss Laila Bedford, Mrs. 
Mabel Baker and many others who 
worked for many years to bring 
legislative action to its successful 
climax. 

The general discussion was be- 
gun by the chairman who intro- 
duced the problem of esteblishing 
the district libraries in the state 
under present legislation. 

A question was raised by Mrs. 
Edna Dwyer as to the advantage 
of a city library extending its 
services beyond its legal bound- 
aries under the current law. She 
stated that not enough revenue 
could be obtained by Pocatello to 
justify extension of service on a 
county-wide basis. 

Miss Trimble suggested that it 


would be better to think in larger 
terms than a county and to im- 
plement the thought of a district 
library. 

Mr. DeVolder suggested that it 
might not be wise to include the 
large city library in the beginning; 
or to extend contract service, if 
possible, and thereby not lose the 
three mill levy allowed to cities; 
but to take advantage of the out- 
side revenue to expand services. 

Miss Trimble believed it would 
be more economical to start a dist- 
rict wide unit first than starting 
small units and trying to coordin- 
ate them into the larger district 
library. A larger unified library 
is less costly once its initial pro- 
gram has begun. 

Miss Bingham asked if there 
would be a greater advantage to 
joining an established county sys- 
tem instead of extending service 
on a contract basis. 

Miss Trimble answered that 
there was a great deal of merit 
in leaving the established large 
library out of the program for a 
while; as county library service 
often suffers if a large city library 
takes the initiative. She said that 
if the two are equally strong that 
there is no fear that service of 
both units wiil not be equal. The 
established city library is meeting 
the needs of the city people; the 
district library must meet the 
needs of the rural areas; how- 
ever, to be successful the people 
in these areas must be interested 
in library service. 

Miss Bingham then asked 
whether—in the sparsely populated 
areas where much of the land is 
held by a few people—these per- 
sons would be taxed the same two 
mills to support the library? 

Mrs. Doane answered in the af- 
firmative, as the support of the 
library was based on the tax val- 
uation of the property; but that 
assessment of such land was gen- 


erally less than that of city prop- 


erty. 
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Miss Trimble felt that if good 
library service were given that 
enough profit and pleasure would 
accrue to the taxpayers to warrant 
the cost of the service. 

Mrs. Balch asked where a li- 
brarian had evaluated the needs 
of the rural areas. 

Mr. DeVolder answered that a 
survey had been made in 1952; but 
that another study should be made 
to learn present needs and also to 
study the tax structures in the 
proposed district areas to see if 
there had been any change. He 
pointed out that ten city libraries 
accounted for $254,563 of the total 
of $324,246 which had been spent 
in the state last year. That meant 
that the sixty remaining libraries 
had only $69,683 to spend. He also 
mentioned that a total book collec- 
tion of 547,000 books were avail- 
able in the state public libraries 
the majority of them being in the 
same ten libraries mentioned 
above. 

Miss Bingham stated that it ap- 
peared quite essential that a quali- 
fied state librarian and a strong 
state library are needed to study 
the problems of library service and 
to aid the local libraries with their 
problems. 

It was suggested by the chair- 
man that in the district meetings 
next year that it is essential to 
work with the lay people in each 
district and devise a method of 
establishing local needs for library 
service; obtaining of certified li- 
brarians and means of organizing 
larger units of service. 

Members of the audience sug- 
gested that more work should be 
done to interest clubs, home dem- 
onstration personnel, Granges, 
Farm Bureau members and others 
in order to acquaint them with 
the Library District Enabling Act 
and with the Federal Library 
Services Bill. Stress was laid on 
the importance of better publicity 
for both librarians and lay people 
and a working knowledge of the 


Library District Enabling Act. 
Satisfaction was expressed over 
the new leaflets prepared by the 
Public Relations Committee. 

It was further suggested that the 
term district be used in describing 
large library unit to avoid confu- 
sion and a resolution was made to 
that effect. 

Mrs. Charles Winkler, chairman, 
Library Board, Council Valley 
Free Library, gave a brief resume 
of action taken by members of 
the community in establishing 
their district library. She stated 
that only 3/4 of a mill was allowed 
to begin library service and she 
hoped that this could be increased 
to the full 2 mills over a period 
of two years, but that it was a 
good beginning since they had op- 
erated the library for a number of 
years as a club project. 

Discussion was terminated with 
presentation of three resolutions 
which were as follows: 

1 That in discussing the larger 
library unit that the term District 
Library be used. 

2. That a qualified State Li- 
brarian is needed to administer the 
program of the State Library, 
study the needs of library service 
for the state, and to act in a con- 
sultant capacity for the local and 
district libraries. 

3. That close cooperation is 
needed between club groups and 
the librarians in publicizing the 
Library District Enabling Act. 

Miss Lucille Slater 
Recording Secretary 

At the conclusion of the section 
meetings convention delegates 
were entertained at tea by the 
McCall Progressive Club. The 
beautifully appointed tea was serv- 
ed in the McCall Public Library, 
and we enjoyed the charming hos- 
pitality and the opportunity af- 
forded us to meet the members of 
the McCall club. We are truly 
appreciative of their interest in 
libraries in Idaho. 

The evening session on Friday, 


| 

| 

| 

i 

‘ 


May 11, was devoted to a barbe- 
cue dinner at 6:30 p.m., at which 
time colorful Western bandanas 
and accordion music Western style, 
both furnished by Shore Lodge, 
added to the festivity of the occa- 
sion. Dinner was followed by an 
informal evening in the lobby with 
the exhibitors. 


Business Meeting, 

Saturday, May 12, 10:45 a.m. 
The meeting was called to order 
by Martha Guenther, President. 
It was announced by Miss 
Guenther, that Pocatello will have 
the first bookmobile in the state. 
Mrs. Irene Oliver, librarian of 
Bonneville Branch Library in Po- 
catello, will be the bookmobile 
librarian. 

It was moved, seconded that the 
minutes of the last meeting be dis- 
pensed with. Vote was unanimous. 

The Treasurer, Margaret Kelsch, 
reported the financial status of the 
Association on April 1, 1956. 
Balance in the checking 

account $910.02 
Received since then _.. 30.50 
Expended 145.86 
Balance at convention time 794.66 

Miss Guenther reported that the 
Executive Board had voted to pay 
the hotel bill for the President at 
all biennial meetings because the 
President’s room is used for all 
Executive Board meetings as well 
as other committee meetings. The 
Constitution authorizes the Board 
to approve expenses. 

Committee Reports: 

Idaho Authors Committee: This 
committee under the direction of 
Miss Maralyn Morton as chair- 
man, has begun the preparation 
of biographical sketches of Idaho 
authors for inclusion in WHO’S 
WHO AMONG PACIFIC NORTH- 
WEST AUTHORS. Miss Coleman 
was asked to convey our apprecia- 
ticn to Miss Morton for her work 
on this project. 

Miss Laura Coleman, a member 
of the Idaho Authors Committee, 
presented a report on the compil- 


ing of the check list of state pub- 
lications. She recommended that 
the list be discontinued. After 
some discussion Mrs. Bess moved 
that the list be continued in the 
IDAHO LIBRARIAN. Mrs. Prior 
seconded the motion and it was 
passed unanimously. 

Library Development Commit- 
tee: Mr. DeVolder, Chairman, re- 
ported that out of 144 question- 
naires sent to the libraries in the 
state, only 50 were returned. Grace 
and Council libraries have been 
organized under the Enabling Act. 
Ririe is in process of organization. 

Legislative Committee: Mrs. 
Ralph Balch, Chairman, reported 
on the work of that committee. 
She reported that efforts to get 
a state librarian have been en- 
couraged by the attitude of the 
State Board of Education toward 
the library budget. She urged that 
all of us support the new Federal 
Library Services Bill by writing 
to our Senators to vote for it. 

Miss Guenther presented a check 
from Mrs. Mabel Baker, former 
Legislative Committee Chairman, 
for $5.00. It was moved, seconded 
and passed that this check be used 
to further our legislative effort. 

Microfilm Committee: Mr. Zim- 
merman, Chairman, reported that 
progress was being made in having 
the back files of newspapers 
filmed by the publishers. The com- 
mittee requested the help of each 
librarian to solicit cooperation in 


this project by their publishers. 
Convention Committee: Ruth 
McBirney, Chairman, was thanked 
for their efforts in making the 
convention such a success. Sub- 
committee members who were also 
commended were: Theron Atkin- 
son, Don Hunter, Lois Hansen, 
and Fred Brewis—Exhibits; Olive 
Bess — Hospitality; Marion 
Bingham—Publicity. Mr. Webbert 
was thanked for his work on the 
nominating committee. The Treas- 
urer and Membership Chair-, 
man, Margaret Kelsch, reported 
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the membership growing. 

Publicity Committee: Irene 
Fackler, Chairman, reported their 
accomplishments during the year. 

Public Relations Committee: 
Miss Lois Hansen, Chairman, re- 
ported the publication of two fold- 
ers and displays at the Southwest- 
ern Idaho State Fair in August 
1955. She asked for up-to-date lists 
of lay people who might be con- 
tacted for help in our efforts to 
further library service in the state. 

Mrs. Fairchild called our atten- 
tion to a prospectus on a new 
Idaho history by Beal and Wells 
which will be published in the 
near future. 

Final Session, May 12, 1:00 p.m. 

The final session began with 
luncheon. During luncheon we en- 
joyed a farewell goodwill gesture 
of exhibitors—awarding of gifts to 
those who were fortunate enough 
to hold lucky numbers. 

Mr. Bruce expressed apprecia- 
tion of our selecting Shore Lodge 


V. J. Languille & Co. 


LIBRARY BINDINGS 
“‘BOUND TO LAST” 


40 Years of Dependable 
Service to Schools and 
Libraries of the 
Pacific Northwest 


ALL WORK IN ACCORD- 
ANCE WITH 
SPECIFICATIONS 


Prices and Information 
on Request 
V. J. Languille & Co. 


611 West 3rd Avenue 
Spokane 4, Washington 


as convention headquarters, and 
asked us to return. 


Mrs. Bess was commended for 
her excellent work as editor of the 
IDAHO LIBRARIAN, and a poem 
in her honor, which was written 
by Mr. Oboler, was read. 

Theron Atkinson was anncunced 
as the new editor for the July 
issue at least, and there was a 
short response from him. 

Evaluation of the convention 
was given by Marion Bingham. 
She first called upon Mrs. Win- 
stead, Chairman of the State Li- 
brary Board who summarized the 
accomplishments of the board 
since its beginning three years 
ago, and told of hopes and plans 
for the future. 

In well-chosen words Miss 
Bingham made the following 
points: In general effectiveness 
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Make No Small Plans 


Carol Trimble 


(Address given by Miss Carol 
Trimble, Librarian of the Douglas 
County Library, Roseburg, Oregon, 
before the Idaho State Library 
Association biennial convention 
held in McCall on May 11) 

One of the phrases_ which 
haunts me is the one Ralph Shaw 
made at a management workshop: 
._“Don’t do efficiently that which 
needn’t be done at all.” The fear 
in my mind at the moment is 
that this talk comes under that 
category. Ten years ago, there 
wasn’t very much material pub- 
lished on the peculiar problems of 
establishing county library service. 
Today there are many excellent 
aids. The most outstanding one is, 
of course, Mrs. Schenk’s book on 
COUNTY AND REGIONAL LI- 
BRARIES. 

Therefore, the most I can hope 


to do is to give those of you who 
are about to start out the realiza- 
tion that you can start a county 
library service and do it well. 
The task is not easy; it demands 
your full interest and will make 
use of your good common sense 
as well as your specialized train- 
ing. I would not presume to tell 
you how to handle your problems 
—but sometimes in sharing our 
common problems, we often see 
a solution we might not find with- 
out that sharing. 

Perhaps if you know a little 
more about me and how I hap- 
pened to become a county librarian 
it will help you evaluate some of 
the ideas I hope to present. 

In March 1945, Mrs. Getchen 
Schenk, who was then the state 
librarian in Washington, held a 
district meeting in Yakima. I had 
met Mrs. Schenk the year before 


this convention must be rated as 
one of the best we have ever 
had. The informal setting was 
partly responsible for this. The 
exhibitors also were pleased with 
the informality. There continues 
to be a closer relationship between 
the State Library Board and ISLA; 
also between the State Board of 
Education and ISLA. In our next 
steps in library development for 
Idaho we must keep in mind the 
words of Miss Trimble “Make no 
small plans, for they have no 
magic to stir men’s souls.” A 
strong state library and a state 
librarian have always been our 
goal, so we must be on the right 
track, and each year we are a 
little more encouraged that this 
goal can be reached. Public organi- 
zations such as the AAUW, the 
Grange, the League of Women 
Voters must be contacted. If there 
were a weakness to be noted in 
the convention it was that there 
was a forgotten group: the Child- 


ren’s Librarians of public libraries. 

Miss Trimble was thanked for 
her excellent contributions to the 
convention, and she in turn 
thanked us for a wonderful time. 


Greetings were brought from 
Maryan Reynolds, State Librarian 
of Washington. 

Alice McClain, chairman of the 
Resolutions Committee, presented 
their report, which was accepted 
in toto. 


The out-going President, Martha 
Guenther, thanked the member- 
ship for all their cooperation dur- 
ing the past year. She then intro- 
duced the new president, Ruth 
McBirney, who made a _ brief 
speech. 


The final session was adojurned 
at 2:50 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted 
Mildred M. Hilswick, 
Secretary 
Idaho State Library 
Association 
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when she held a similar meeting 
in Walla Walla where I was then 
army librarian at the air base. 
In spite of the fact that the meet- 
ing in Yakima was primarily for 
public librarians and I was a 
school librarian, I wanted to go 
and was able to so arrange my 
schedule. That was the day Mrs. 
Schenk asked me if I would be 
interested in county library work. 
I had not even seen a county li- 
brary! There had been little men- 
tion of it even in library school 
courses. However, one teacher had 
mentioned the fact that Yakima 
County seemed to be ideally ar- 
ranged for successful operations 
of county library service. Further- 
more,I had grown up on a farm 
in the county and know how much 
it would have meant to me to have 
had library service available. So 
I told Mrs. Schenk that I was in- 
terested in spite of my ignorance. 
She said she was teaching an ex- 
tension course on Friday nights 
at the University of Wasington 
which would help me become in- 
formed. I was not too surprised, 
therefore, to receive a letter from 
the Yakima County Library Board 
asking me to serve as the county 
librarian. 

That spring, with the coopera- 
tion of the school, I was able to 
attend most of the classes by trav- 
eling to Seattle each week end. 
In addition, I spent an hour a 
week with Miss Remsberg, Yakima 
city librarian, who served as sup- 
ervisory librarian for the county. 
We discussed the various policies 
and problems we expected to face. 
One of the nicest things she did 
was to remark that she did not 
believe a new procedure was 
necessarily good just because it 
was new, but neither did she be- 
lieve the new county library 
should by bound by the procedures 
used by the city library just be- 
cause they were old and in use. 
That remark helped me analyze 
problems and make my decisions 


on the merits of the procedure 
in relation to our needs. I did 
not feel pushed in either direc- 
tion. 


Somehow I knew that establish- 
ing a new library would demand 
much of my time, interest, and 
strength, so I visited my friends 
in June, prior to going to work 
in July with somewhat the same 
feeling I could imagine one might 
have if one were to “take the veil’. 
One of my sisters still laughs at 
me for she remembers with what 
fear and trepidation I went to 
work that July morning. I did 
not know where I was to work, 
what I was to do—I did not know 
what other people expected of me, 
nor was I sure what I expected 
of myself. In passing, I might say 
that ten years later when I started 
out in another county library, I 
was again confronted by the fact 
that I did not know where I was 
to work. Do you suppose that is 
standard operating procedure? The 
difference was that later I knew 
only too well what had to be done 
and what I expected of myself. 

Can you imagine the abysmal 
ignorance of me? Remember, I 
was a school librarian, expected 
to live and die as one. I had never 
met with a library board, planned 


.a budget, hired a staff. In fact, 


my army experience was the only 
preparation I had had in working 
with an adult staff and there I 
was the only trained librarian. 
Do you know what I considered 
my biggest asset? The fact that I 
had worked under two outstanding 
school superintendents! I will ad- 
mit I was a bit bored at times, 
when one of them went through 
the school budget item by item— 
when one or the other would dis- 
cuss various administrative prob- 
lems—but bored or not, I had 
absorbed a great deal of informa- 
tion which was valuable. 

Now that you know the situation 
in which I found myself in 1945, 
let’s play a game together. Let’s 
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pretend that each one of you has 
just accepted a position as a dist- 
rict librarian. You choose your 
own area. Have you decided which 
one? Where do you start? Remem- 
ber, the library is legally estab- 
lished, but not organized. You are 
the librarian! 


One of my theories is that it 
is easy to give a talk based on 
ideals and principles or it is easy 
to talk about definite problems. 
The hard thing in life is to solve 
‘our problems by making use of 
those principles and ideals. One 
seems too visionary, the other so 
pedestrian. One is so unassailable, 
the other so vulnerable. 


To get back to your library— 
what do you do first? The most 
important first step is to think that 
library into existence. Until you 
know what you hope to accomp- 
lish, you will lack both self-con- 
fidence and the confidence of 
others. How do you go about this 
task? Among the many excellent 
helps today which did not exist 
ten years ago, I would like to call 
your attention to four: THE NA- 
TIONAL PLAN FOR PUB- 
LIC LIBRARIES, THE PUBLC 
LIBRARY INQUIRY, Mrs. 
Schenk’s, and the new revised 
A L A MINIMUM STANDARDS 
which is not yet in its final form. 
I would also recommend the read- 
ing of the California standards, 
which were drawn up by a work- 
shop of California liabrians under 
the leadership of Dr. Leigh. After 
you read those and think them 
over, you have to decide upon your 
own goals—and need to know 
wherein they agree or differ from 
the national ones. Of primary im- 
portance is whether or not they 
meet the needs of the people in 
your district. 

Once you have decided upon 
your goals, how do you plan to 
reach them? Do you have several 
plans in case one is not practical? 
Can you be inflexible in regard to 


a princinle and yet be most flexi- 
ble in methods? 

How well do you know your 
area? What is the condition of the 
roads in various seasons of the 
year? Where are the population 
centers? What phone service is 
available? Do the bus schedules 
and train schedules make it easy 
or difficult for you? Who lives in 
your district? How many children? 
How well educated are the people? 
Do they own their own homes? Do 
you have a lot of seasonal work? 
What nationalities are repre- 
sented? What religious groups? 

How do you plan to extend li- 
brary service? Branches, bookmo- 
biles, mail service, deposit collec- 
tions or have you figured out still 
others? What are you going to do 
about service to schools? Do you 
believe books are basic, or do you 
feel that you should start out with 
films, records, pictures and books? 
Are you going to hire specialists 
to work with children, young 
adults, and adults? If so, how 
soon? How will you handle branch 
service? Will you have one branch 
supervisor or will you send out a 
children’s librarian to stimulate 
that part of the service, a refer- 
ence librarian to promote that, 
etc.? It sounds involved? It is— 
but it is necessary. 

Some of you may have read 
the novel SLIM by Haines. Do you 
recall the time Slim, who wanted 
to be a lineman, practiced the 
throwing of the line to the top of 
the pole? Sometimes he was suc- 
cessful, sometimes he was not. He 
could not analyze the reason for 
his success or failure. One of the 
older men watched him as he 
practiced and offered this advice, 
“Always watch the spot you want 
your line to reach and your arm 
will send it there.’”’ We used to 
laugh at a friend who in arranging 
flowers, used to say, “You have 
to think them up.” 

Having thought your iibrary into , 
existence, become acquainted with 
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your area and settled on your 
larger goals, you are now con- 
fronted with the practical prob- 
lem of the business of running a 
library. What records do you want 
to keep? Visit the county clerk’s 
office, find the routines they fol- 
low and what they consider to be 
important. Take the time to under- 
stand their problems and you will 
eliminate a possible area of irri- 
tation and possibly some friction. 
What reports do you make to the 
state? Are your records kept in a 
way which will facilitate the mak- 
ing of those reports? If possible, 
get acquainted with the state audi- 
tor. Sometimes a twenty minute 
conference with him will save you 
hours of work later on. 

Just a matter of personal interest, 
how many of you have to make 
a yearly budget? Now I would like 
to know how many of you submit 
a narrative budget and by that I 
mean how many of you write out 
why you ask for so much money 
for salaries, for books, etc.? 

I had never seen a fully justified 
budget, a narrative budget until 
1954 when I met the librarian of 
Arlington County, Virginia, and 
persuaded her to send me a copy 
of hers. Now I hope I never pre- 
sent any other kind. 

Hers is most detailed. To give 
you an example, here is the out- 
line of it: 

I. Program 
II. Performance 

Administration. Things done 
(talks, visits, meetings, confer- 
ences, etc.) Things not done or 
partiy done 

Cataloging and classification 
division 

Children’s division: book sel- 
ection; vacation reading club — 
story hours — seasonal project; 
Staff training; Monthly reports. 

Acquisitions division 

Account clerk 

Office library assistant 

Library branches: Summary 
of branch activities. 


Requested personnel 
Personal service schedule 
III. Expenditure estimate sheet 

This is the itemization of each 
request. A few examples are as 
follows: 

Gast Heat. The first 6 months are 
the warm months of the year so 
that the amount used is not one- 
half of the item. ($600 was re- 
quested, only $88.14 has been used 
the first six months). 

Freight. Books shipped to us by 
dealers in New York and Boston 
are prepaid, but one-half these 
charges are added to our bills. 
Repairs—Buildings. The Arlington 
branch basement should be clean- 
ed and fixed over; better shelving 
to be put in so the old shelves 
won’t fall down as they have been 
doing. 

Cherry Dale branch needs a 
complete rat proofing job done. 
We patched this year, but still 
have rats. 

Cleaning. Due to the instructions 
of the insurance company, the wax 
we have been using is not accept- 
able, so we are now waiting for 
their instructions on what to buy. 
It costs about $300 for floor wax, 
furniture polish, etc. 

Repair—Equipment. This is for 
rebinding of books and magazines. 
The big bulk of rebinding comes 
in the spring. The rebinding of 
books is necessary to keep the 
collection in such condition that 
replacements, at higher prices, are 
kept at a minimum. 

No one could read through the 
material and remain ignorant of 
the philosophy, the work and the 
problems of that library. My ex- 
amples may not be well chosen 
so far as giving a general picture, 
but you must admit they point up 
some problems which give person- 
ality to that library situation. 

Before we go on—lI’d like to 
urge you to think carefully 
through the problems of whether 
not you’d bind magazines. It’s 
much cheaper to send the one 
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issue out in the county than a 
whole volume. 

Mrs. Schenk made one point 
clear to me in that extension 
course—she emphasized the fact 
that the budget was an administra- 
tive plan. It takes money to reach 
these goals we set. 

How much money do you need 
for your library next year? How 
did you arrive at that figure? Did 
you simply ask for the two mills 
allowed by law and meet as many 
of your needs as possible? There 
are times when I think we li- 
brarians need to take more active 
leadership in the presenting the 
needs of our libraries. Have you 
ever considered making up a bud- 
get based on actual facts and fig- 
ures in relation to your needs? 
How do you decide how nearly 
adequate your budget really is? 

A total budget of $100,000 will 
buy more services in one county 
than in another because of vary- 
ing local conditions. Housing for 
the library may take a larger slice 
or clerical salaries may be higher 
in one place than in another. 
Weather conditions may create ex- 
pense. I can give you general 
guides in those areas because they 
are so peculiar to a location. How- 
ever, once you know what your 
housing will be, it becomes a rath- 
er fixed cost, not varying greatly 
from year to year. 

After you have provided a place 
in which to work and in which 
to give service, you need materials. 
Books, periodicals, records, etc. are 
related to the service you give. 
In this area, there are definite 
standards which have been worked 
out and which can guide you. The 
new A L A proposed minimum 
standards are worthy of your 
study. They are based upon ex- 
perience. 

For example, a 1/5 a book per 
capita should be added each year 
in a library system. 4000-5000 titles 
should be added, with duplicates 
as needed. They even suggest the 


number of children’s titles, and 
young people’s books. For the sake 
of using round figures, let’s pre- 
tend your area serves 60,000 
people. You need to add 12,000 
volumes. According to the Cali- 
fornia standards, the average cost 
would be $2.50 per volume: the 
A LA says $2.25. The 12,000 
volumes would require between 
$27,000 and $30,000. 

In connection with the selecting 
oi those first books, I might say in 
passing that one point in the new 
proposed minimum standards for 
public libraries which hit us be- 
tween the eyes wus the one which 
read: “With few exceptions, pub- 

lic libraries are not centers for 
historical research except in local 
history. They do not need to 
retain material for a possible 
future scholar and their day to 
day effectiveness for regular 
users decreases as they keep 
seldom used material . .. The 
currently useful books which 
form the bulk of material in a 
public library collection are 
expandable or dead within ten 
years. Annual withdrawals from 
the collection should, therefore, 
average at least five per cent 
of the total.” 


As a result of reading that 
statement, I spent very little 
money this year for books pub- 
lished before 1950. My experience 
backed up the statement, for I 
could not help but remember that 
ten years ago Yakima City Library 
had a number of good but older 
books of fiction rebound for the 
use of the County Library. Al- 
though they had been popular 
earlier, few of them were read. 
They were shelf sitters! 

Then you must consider your 
staff needs. How much personnel 
will you need to accomplish your 
goals? Again, there will be a great 
variation due to your individual 
philosophies. However, let’s ex- 
plore this business of the one goal 
of getting 12,000 books ready for’ 
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circulation. Those books have to 


be selected, orded, classified, cata- 
loged, pasted and prepared for 
use and the catalog cards filed. 
How much time will it take? Sev- 
eral studies made in libraries 
throughout the States have indi- 
cated that it requires from 3/4 of 
an hour to one hour per volume. 
If we consider the 3/4 hour we 
would have to provide 9000 hours. 
Librarians usually work 40 hours 
a week for 46 weeks, or 1840 hours 
per year. Clerical assistants usu- 
ally work 1920 hours per year. 
According to the standards, you 
would need a cataloger, two cleri- 
cal assistants to type and file, a 
book processor, and an order clerk 
who worked 2/3 of her time. Since 
county libraries usually order mul- 
tiple copies, use simplified cata- 
loging, the work can probably be 
accomplished by a cataloger, one 
clerical assistant of top quality, 
a book processor and an order 
clerk who also acts as file clerk. 


The first salary schedule is an- 
other problem which is difficult to 
solve. You are dealing with people 
who do not necessarily realize that 
the demands for librarians is 
greater than the supply and that 
you are competing nationally for 
their services. While their salaries 
are not generally as good as that 
of school teachers, they are as 
well, if not better educated and 
have a great responsibility. You 
do not want to suggest a salary 
schedule which is so high that it 
will bring unjust criticism of your 
board nor can you afford to have 
it so low that you cannot get an 
adequate staff. A little over a year 
ago, I wrote A L A headquarters 
for suggestions but received no 
help. However, Mrs. Blaisingame, 
assistant librarian in the California 
State Library, gave this very prac- 
tical suggestion: 

“The procedure which our 
State Personnel Board follows in 
establishing a salary range is to 
find comparative data (and the 


difficulty often is finding infor- 
mation which is comparable in 
every respect), then to drop off 
the lower 50 percent and then 
to establish the range about mid- 
point of the remaining data. This 
method ensures salaries which 
compare fairly well with other 
jurisdictions but which are 
never outstanding. 

In advising anyone to use 
such a method as this, I suspect 
you should caution them that a 
county library competes for per- 
sonnel with all types of public 
libraries and so should take in- 
formation on salaries from cities, 
counties, and other types of li- 
braries. 


There are many labor saving 
devices. A subscription to Wilson 
cards will cost about $78.00 a year 
and results in your receiving a set 
of Wilson cards for each title as 
they are published. Since Wilson 
cards are only made for those 
titles which are seriously consid- 
ered for inclusion in the standard 
catalog series, they constitute an 
aid in the ordering of books as 
well as in cataloging. 

There is white marking ink on 
the market today which does not 
require a covering coat of shellac 
or lacquer. The new combination 
book pockets and date slips will 
save time, also. Plastikleer jackets 
may take more time in applying, 
but save much mending and clean- 
ing later on. 

There was a time when I though 
a perforator was the nicest way to 
mark a book with the library own- 
ership. Now I prefer the stamping 
of the top and bottom edges of 
the book with a rubber stamp; first 
because it resquires less time and 
strength, secondly, because it 
makes it easier for a borrower to 
spot a library book in his home; 
and, finally, because it does not 
advertise the library. 

Time and motion studies have 
shown that placing pockets and 
date slips in the front of the book 
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speed up the work of checking 
books out. 

Each librarian has to fight the 
battle of deciding what charging 
system to use. I have felt for some 
time that our registration and 
charging systems eat up too much 
of our budgets, but I have not 
discovered the solution. 


The old phrase, “As the twig 
is bent, so the tree inclines” is 
applicable to libraries, too. If you 
keep the ideal of service in mind 
and put as few obstacles in the 
way of the borrower as possible, 
you will find more and more ways 
of serving more people. If you 
simplify routines so that you keep 
the essential ones and refuse to 
set up rules and routines to handle 
the exception, but take care of 
them as they occur, your staff will 
be freed for more effective work. 
Ralph Shaw told me of a problem 
he encountered in the Department 
of Agriculture library. The refer- 
ence librarians had occasional calls 
for colored illustrations so they 
thought it would be nice for the 
cataloging department to note col- 
ored illustrations on the catalog 
cards. They made a time study and 
found that in order to save 300 
hours a year in the reference de- 
partment, they would be spending 
600 hours a year in the cataloging 
department. 

Most libraries charge fines for 
overdue books. The purpose of the 
fine is to get people to return 
their books on time. Is it effective? 
Evidently not, judging from the 
fine receipts of most libraries. I 
am a firm believer in the theory 
that if you put people on their 
honor to return pooks on time, 
their conscience nags them and 
they return the books. In our pres- 
ent economy, they pay a small 
fine cheerfully and consider it 
rent. The thing which really hurts 
me is the fact that in a library 
which collects fines, more time 
(and, therefore, money) is spent 
in record keeping and collecting 


those fines than they bring in, 
with the result that the staff be- 
comes a collection and bookkeep- 
ing agency instead of using their 
efforts to giving more effective li- 
brary service. If ever I am forced 
to be in charge of a library which 
charges overdue fines, I hope I 
am able to put it on a business 
basis. If a book is not returned 
before an overdue notice is sent, 
the fine will cover the cost of 
sending that notice. Let us pre- 
sume that would amount to 20 
cents. If the fine isn’t paid at the 
time the book is returned, another 
charge for bookkeeping would be 
added. 

What are your personal convic- 
tions in regard to equipping your 
new library? Most of you have 
had enough experience with gov- 
ernmental policies to know that it 
is sometimes very difficult to re- 
place equipment. My personal con- 
viction is that a librarian should 
spend enough time to analyze the 
work to be done to enable him 
to provide the proper work space. 
Good equipment is the most eco- 
nomical. Desks which do not snag 
stockings, whose drawers work 
easily and well save the library 
dollars per year. With the new 
minimum wage of $1 per hour, do 
you realize that each minute of 
the poorest paid employee costs the 
library one and 2/3 cent? In work- 
ing out this talk, I was appalled 
to find that I earn over 5 cents 
a minute. I’m old enough to re- 
member earning 10 cents an hour. 
We cannot afford the yearly ex- 
pense of poor equipment. Every 
time a staff member stops to la- 
ment a snag, a poor typewriter or 
wastes time over a sticky drawer, 
it is money thrown away. 


I can feel some of you protest- 
ing in your minds, even as I did 
when I looked over the figures 
concerning the population of your 
counties. I was depressed and al- 
most cut the figures I’ve used as , 
examples. Then I saw a map which 
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gave possible proposed districts or 
library regions. I realized I would 
not have to water down my talk, 
but could encourage you to work 
out the future development of your 
libraries on a worthwhile basis. 
You may not reach your ulti- 
mate goal next year or the next, 
but may I urge you not to lose 
sight of that goal and plan big, 
even if your present situation is 
small. For that reason I dare talk 
about buying enough books to pro- 
vide worthwhile service; I feel 
free to urge you to buy your equip- 
ment wisely, and feel compelled 
to urge you to know the national 
standards and work to establish 
comparable ones for Idaho. You 
have an advantage of starting out 
on a blazed trail. Burn the quota- 
tion from Mrs. Schenk’s book into 
your very being: Make no small 
plans; they have no magic to stir 
men’s souls. As a group of profes- 
sional people, I feel we have no 
right to present any budget which 
does not call attention to the na- 
tional standards. I think we must 
present a plan which we honestly 
think is best suited to the area we 
serve, which meets minimum 
standards, and then, if it cannot 
be met financially, I think the 
people, through their library 
board, should suggest the compro- 
mises. You may be surprised at 
the result. 

I started as a school librarian in 
1933, when, as some of you have 
heard, there was a depression. 
Some of our grade school teachers 
were paid as little as $50.00 a 
month. Those of us who were 
working then and now pay more 
income tax each month now than 
we earned then. We were told—as 
if we didn’t know it—that times 
were hard—that you couldn’t get 
blood out of a turnip. That was 
the year that the Volstead act was 
repealed. The next year, the state 
liquor store receipts in our town 
were greater than our total school 
expenditures. Evidently we did not 


have turnips in our community, 
but people who were willing to 
pay for what they wanted. If you, 
as the librarian, do not consider 
library service worth the money 
it costs, no one else will. If you 
cannot justify your budget on a 
businesslike basis—if you feel that 
minimum standards are too grand 
to be considered—then why should 
the people you serve plan to 
budget enough for library service? 
Should we, therefore, accept our 
responsibility? Can we constantly 
hold up the ideal of meeting at 
least the minimum needs of our 
people? We do not have to be 
prima donnas and say “I won’t 
play if you don’t do this!” But 
we can meet our public with hon- 
esty and present the library needs 
with vigor. The public we serve 
will find the means of getting 
what they want! 

However, judgement and com- 
mon sense still must prevail. There 
are times when knowledge of a 
local situation causes the board 
to act more wisely than we might, 
as newcomers. For example, I have 
been most impressed by the Doug- 
las County Library Board’s know- 
ledge of political processes. 

First of all, they conducted a 
successful campaign for a county 
library—working on the premise 
that by working quietly they could 
work effectively without arousing 
opposition. I believe there is a 
soundness in that idea. People do 
not like to be pushed into action. 
This year when I presented my 
budget, I did it on the basis of 
implementing goals and based on 
standards. There was no one item 
the board wanted to cut. However, 
the chairman insisted and the 
board agreed that it be cut to 
just under a mill. They could justi- 
fy that amount without any 
qualms because in the beginning 
they had felt they could operate 
on 3/4 a mill and anything under 
a mill meant they kept faith, but 
if they went over a mill, there 
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would be a strong reaction. They 
recognized the need for a good 
budget, but they also recognized 
the need for good public relations 
in the initial period when the 
service had not been demonstrated. 

If you will notice this map of 
possible library regions, you can 
see that two counties in each 
region are darker in color. Those 
two counties in each region rep- 
resent at least half of the popu- 
lation in the area. This map, as I 
told you before, comes from ma- 
terial you folks had worked out, 
and was carefully labelled pos- 
sible, not proposed, regions. If you 
did not feel you had studied your 
state carefully enough to want to 
propose these regions, I can not 
be blamed if I do not propose the 
boundaries for the regions in your 
state. I can urge you to think and 
plan big. Send to Rutgers and get 
the new edition of the proposed 
ALA minimum standards. Study 
them and your state to discover 
the means of relating the one to 
the other. 

While I am not the one to help 
you discover the means of estab- 
lishing your districts, I can tell you 
the districts are worth establish- 
ing. In Yakima, our rural county 
library included no incorporated 
areas. Several of the smaller towns 
received service by contract. After 
five years, the Yakima City and 
the Yakima County libraries 
merged to form the Yakima Valley 
Regional Library. A professor in 
a California library school is mak- 
ing a study of the quality of the 
collections of books in libraries. 
He does this by analyzing the num- 
ber of significant titles owned by 
the various libraries. It is inter- 
esting to note that when just a 
city library existed 65 per cent 
of the significant titles were 
owned. When the city and county 
libraries existed as separate institu- 
tions, 87 per cent were owned by 
one or the other. After the for- 
mation of the regional library 98 


per cent of the titles were in 
the collection. 

I know that we could make 
better use of our inadequate space, 
our books, our staff, after the 
merger. So, I have experienced 
some of the values that come from 
the establishment of the larger 
units of service, and can say that 
they are worth the backaches and 
even heartaches they may tempor- 
arily cause. 

For those of you who may have 
the exhilerating experience of hav- 
ing your work suddenly increased 
to the point that the administra- 
tion of your library requires full 
time, I would like to point out 
that it is a most important con- 
tribution. Most of us who have 
sandwiched it in with routine re- 
sponsibilities have difficulty in 
recognizing how important it real- 
ly is. In a _ small library we 
accomplish so much of it so casu- 
ally that we do not always ana- 
lyze what we are doing. In a 
larger library we have to work 
harder to accomplish those same 
results. The larger the staff, the 
greater the problems of personnel, 
the more difficult to be informed 
and to keep them informed. The 
greater the budget, the more care 
to spend it wisely and keep accur- 
ate records. The greater the area 
served, the more difficult to know 
individuals well, who live miles 
away. 

I firmly believe that library 
service is individual service. That 
every time a library serves an in- 
dividual well, it is successful; 
every time it fails a person, the 
library is a failure. In working to 
meet the individual’s need, we 
were able to serve ten—fifty—a 
hundred—others with like needs. 
Danger lies in thinking of numbers 
instead of individuals. Most of us 
can rely upon our knowledge of 
library routines to safeguard us 
from the opposite area of danger. 

If you wish a summary of this 
talk, I can give it to you in three 
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words: faith, hope, and charity. 

When you think your library 
into existence, you are exercising 
faith which is defined as the sub- 
stance of thingshoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen. Faith 
begets faith and sooner than you 
realize the ghemeral idea has 
the sound and concrete evidence of 
fact. 

The statement concerning 
hope has much meaning for us 
in the library profession. “To him 
that is joined to all the living, 
there is hope.” You may realize 
better than I to what an unusu- 
al degree a library links itself to 
all the living. All of us can tell 
tales of such experience, but here 
are one or two which warm the 
cockles of my heart! Never will I 
forget the time I was helping 
scout for a bookmobile stop. I 
knocked at the door of a home, 
introduced myself and explained 
why I was there. There were sev- 
eral children playing about and it 
was evident they would soon have 
another brother or sister. The 
woman looked at me as if I weren’t 
quite bright and said, “I don’t have 
time to read!” 

I told her I realized that she 
wasn’t apt to sit down and read 
a novel, but children loved to be 
read to; their books were expen- 
sive to buy. That a bed-time story 
might ease the strain for all and 
give them not only a happy time 
now, but remembered joy of 
family fun. Her eyes lighted. She 
did use the bookmobile regularly 
until the family moved the next 
spring. Our real thrill came in 
June when they moved again; this 
time to another area served by the 
bookmobile. She greeted the li- 
brarian as a long-lost friend and 
said, “I never knew the evenings 
could be so long.” 

Another type of link with the 
living is economic—the wife of a 
well-driller asked for and received 
geological information with the re- 
sult she claimed the library made 


them money hand-over-fist. Or the 
man who proudly invited us to 
inspect the house the library built! 
His wife had planned it over a 
period of two or three years, mak- 
ing use of quantities of materials 
— magazines, books, pamphlets, 
etc.—on all phases of house plan- 
ning. 

As I said, we realize what bene- 
fits come from the library and 
that the joy of the service is that 
we set up no bars—we serve young 
and old, rich and poor, wise and 
foolish. It is important that we 
do not set up artificial barriers 
by making the registration for a 
library card an ordeal—or by al- 
lowing ourselves to be indifferent 
to the library needs of any indi- 
vidual. 

“Above all things have fervent 
charity among yourselves, for 
charity shall cover the multitude 
of sins.” I have been deeply im- 
pressed by a short article by Paul 
Douglas in which he points up the 
value of the admonition once given 
him. “If you find it necessary to 
disagree with a man, exert the 
effort necessary to show him you 
love him even while you disagree.” 
No one serves a great many 
people without finding areas of 
disagreement. It is necessary to 
become acquainted,to evaluate, 
and sometimes one must remain 
firm—but we don’t have to fall 
into the unhappy trap of being 
“mad” at someone, or to belittle 
another who sincerely believes dif- 
ferently, or who wilfully seems to 
misunderstand. 

This is one of the greatest needs 
we have. Seek out opportunities 
to show your admiration for those 
with whom you’ve had to disagree. 
It will do more to promote better 
understanding and will help both 
you and your library more than 
you can possibly imagine. 

I’m going to close this talk with 
an invitation—please feel free to 
ask questions on points covered 
or omitted. I wish I were a witty 
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A New Library Building for the 
University 


Lee Zimmerman 


Librarian, University of Idaho 

At long last the University Li- 
brary is to have its own building. 
The four-story, modular structure 
now being erected will not only 
be a credit to the University but 
to the people of the state. In the 
opinion of some who have seen 
the plans, it may well attract 
national attention when completed. 
The modern library building of 
today is a very complex structure 
to plan. Fundamentally the library 
exists to perform definite functions 
and in order to perform them sat- 
isfactorily, the physical structure 
must make this possible. 

Preliminary plans for a library 
building were projected in May, 
1951. Our basic approach was in- 
fluenced by the set-up, the cur- 
ricular pattern and over-all pro- 
gram that obtains on the Idaho 
campus. The plans as they evolved 
gave expression to certain basic 
concepts which influenced our 
thinking and assumed tangible 
form in the building now being 
erected. 

We were persuaded that a li- 
brary building should not be a 
monumental edifice but rather that 
it should be designed for efficient 
service and embody the elements 
of simple beauty and functional 
unity. We wanted it to be a stimu- 
lating workshop and not merely a 
storehouse for books. The emphas- 


person who could entertain you 
—I wish I were wise and could 
feel I could inform you. I’m just 
another librarian who happens to 
have traveled a road you are seek- 
ing—so all I can do is reassure 
you—if I can do it—you can do 
it better! 
Thank you. 


is, we felt, should be on simplicity 
and informality with reading areas 
and free-standing book stacks in- 
terspersed on reading room floors 
to achieve quick accessibility to 
books. Flexibility, too, was desired 
to facilitate needed rearrangement 
of stacks and reading areas when- 
ever necessary while the building 
itself had to be expansible when 
circumstances imposed the addi- 
tion of a new unit. All of these 
objectives and others too, we be- 
lieve, have been attained in this 
building which because of its ori- 
entation will give stronger impetus 
to library use and more effective 
support to the educative process. 

The four-story, brick structure 
is 205 feet long and 138 feet wide 
and contains 89,606 square feet of 
floor space. It will contain lum- 
inous ceilings in all reading areas 
and will be completely air-condi- 
tioned. This will provide optimum 
study conditions and will fully 
protect the books from dust and 
varied temperatures. It will ac- 
comodate, 1,100 readers and will 
house approximately 525,000 vol- 
umes. Close estimates fix the cost 
at $14.98 per square foot, an as- 
tonishingly low figure in these 
days of high costs but a real 
break for the taxpayer who is 
getting an outstanding building at 
a reasonable price. 

The traditional library pattern 
of organization has tended to di- 
vide into a number of separate 
departments such as periodicals, 
documents, newspapers, etc. In the 
new library building, a divisional | 
organization of materials will be 
effected. The entire book and peri- 
odical collection will be broken 
down and rearranged into three 
broad subject divisions—Humani- 
ties, Social Science, Science and 
Technology. The student or schol- 
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ar working in any of these areas 
will then have quick and conven- 
ient access to all cognate material 
related to his work. 


A reserve book room seating 
216 readers is on the ground level. 
Also on this level are public toi- 
lets, exhibit area, shipping and 
receiving room, book and news- 
paper storage areas and campus 
post office. 

On the main or first floor level, 
in addition to the Humanities li- 
brary, are the administrative 
offices and technical services sec- 
tions, the public service center in- 
cluding the loan desk and catalog 
areas. There will also be a book- 
periodical-newspaper browsing 
and reading room which will con- 
tain not only recent books, but 
current periodicals and metropoli- 
tan newspapers from in and out 
of the state. 

On the second floor will be the 
Social Science library, documents, 
maps and special collections, while 


on the third floor will be located 
the Science and Technology li- 
brary, microfilm readers and film 
and four seminar rooms. 


Finally there are typing rooms 
on the three upper floors each 
accomodating nine typists, and 
screens to break up the long read- 
ing room areas. There will be 
study tables in the stacks for the 
convenience of users, individual 
study tables for students and car- 
rels for faculty. The decor will 
be pleasing and the reading rooms 
sound proof. 

This is a building which Idaho 
librarians and the people of Idaho 
can be proud of. It will be effi- 
cient and also economical to oper- 
ate. It fully meets the needs of 
students and scholars for some 
years to come. When completed 
and occupied, it will indeed be- 
come the heritage and workshop 
of all those who pass through 
its doors to read, to study and 
to learn. 


Statistical Data 


Location 


The new University Library building is to be erected on a plot 


of ground at the west end of the campus. It is flanked on the south 
by the gymnasium, on the north by the Agricultural Science building 
and the men’s dormitories, and, on the east, by engineering and 
classroom building. In line with the campus development plan of the 
future, it appears to be located quite satisfactorily. 


Size of Building 
—Length: 205 ft.; width: 138 ft. 
—Ceiling height: 13 ft. between ground level and first floor; 10 
ft. for the other floors. 
—Module size: 22% ft. center to center; each bay 506 sq. ft. 
—Area (inside): 89,606 sq. ft., 936,034 cu. ft. Breakdown below: 


(in sq. ft.) 
Reading and 

Floor Administrative Storage Stacks Misc.* Total 
Ground 3,592 7,590 4,048 9,058 24,288 
1st 7,590 11,891 4,807 24,288 
2nd 506 21,252 2,530 24,288 
3rd 506 14,295 1,941 16,742 

12,194 7,590 51,486 18,336 89,606 


*Includes: Post Office, wash rooms, stairs, elevator, air shaft, 
corridor, etc. 
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Building Construction Details 


—Architect: Whitehouse, Price, Deneff & Deeble, Spokane. 

—Frame: Reinforced concrete. 

—Exterior Walls; Brick-air space-insulation-concrete wall-plaster. 

—Roofing: Built up roof—flat. 

—Windows: Aluminum-fixed sash—thermopane. 

—Flooring: Asphalt tile. 

—Interior Walls: Steel studs and plaster; also movable walls. 

—lIllumination: Luminous ceilings in all readings areas; also tech- 
nical processes area. 

—Heating and Ventilation: Air Conditioned. 


Cost of Building 
—General Contract: Busboom and Rauh, Spokane._..___.$ 867,970 
—Mechanical (Heating, ventilating, plumbing): Detweiler 
Bros. Inc., Twin Falls _ 230,154 
—Electrical: Power City Electric, Spokane 187,060 
Total cost of Construction 1,285,184 
(Exclusive of architect’s fees) 
—Equipment and Furniture (Estimated 130,000 
—Cost per cubic foot 1.43 
—Cost per square foot 14.98 
(Including architect’s fees 
Book and Reader Capacity 
Ground Level Volumes Readers 
—Reserve Reading Room 216 
—Book Storage Area No. 1 51,300 
—Book Storage Area No. 2 47,100 
98,400 216 
First Floor 
—Humanities Reading Room 94,650 210 
—Browsing Room 900 48 
—Typing Room 9 
—Bibliography Room 6 
95,550 273 
Second Floor 
—Social Science Reading Room 114,300 271 
—Special Collections Room 15,000 18 
—Documents Room 77,850 12 
—Typing Room 9 
207,150 310 
Third Floor 
—Science/Tech. Reading Room 114,300 240 
—Microfilm Room 10 
—Typing Room 9 


—Seminar Rooms 32 
114,300 291 


Grant Totals 515,400 1,090 


*Based on 25 standard-sized volumes per shelf 
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ALA NEWS 


As most of you probably already 
know, the bill which the American 
Library Association has been try 
ing to get through Congress for the 
past ten years has finally become 
law. President Eisenhower signed 
the Federal Library Services Bill 
on June 19, and it is expected that 
the actual funds will become avail- 
able some time after July 1, 1956. 
Practically speaking, January, 
1957 will probably be the begin- 
ning of the use of the federal grant 
made available by this bill. Idaho 
librarians will be happy to know 
that, despite political differences, 
all of Idaho representatives in 
Congress agreed on the merits of 
the Federal Library Services Bill. 
Representative Hamer H. Budge 
(Republican, Second District) who 
was one of the sponsors in the 
House of the Bill said: 

“It was a pleasure to have 
been of assistance, and while I 
hope that the library services 
program will only involve fed- 
eral participation during the 
time necessary to get it well on 
the road. I supported the legis- 
lation because I feel that the 
very preservation of the Ameri- 
can system of life and govern- 
ment must of necessity be based 
upon a well informed populace. 
To be well informed, individuals 
must be acquainted with those 
things which have gone in the 
past as well as the events cur- 
rently taking place. They cannot 
be so in informed without access 
to the media of information—in 
short, library facilities. 

Senator Henry Dworshak (Re- 
publican) said, “Although this bill 
was passed by a voice vote, I com- 
mitted myself as being in favor of 
the legislation.” 

Representative Gracie Pfost 
(@emocrat, First District) said: 

“The public library has often 
been called the University of 
the people. It is one of the 


blessings—and main strengths 
—of democracy. 

I have long felt it is neither 
fair nor wise to deny to those 
who happen to live outside our 
cities the pleasures of book bor- 
rowing, and the subsequent joys 
of increasing their knowledge 
and widening their horizons. 

For this reason, one of the 
most satisfying votes I have 
cast since I came to Congress 
was my vote for the Library 
Services Bill. This measure will 
make available to Idaho each 
year for five years some $72,776 
to bring books and library serv- 
ices to rural families. The state, 
which will have _ complete 
authority on the program, must 
supply matching funds of $55,- 
464 each year. 

Idaho has an estimated rural 
population of 334,015—the ma- 
jority of whom are without ade- 
quate library service. They de- 
serve the instruction, solace and 
diversion which books incompar- 
ably offer, which this legislation 
will give them. 

Senator Herman Welker (Re- 
publican) commented. “During 

the past three years I have re- 
ceived a great number of letters, 
not only from teachers and pro- 
fessional people, but also from 
ranchers, farmers and mechan- 
ics. Passage of this bill is a step 
in the right direction; it should 
have been taken a long time 
ago. I trust that state authorities 
will cooperate fully so the pro- 
gram set up in the bill can be 
carried out effectively.” 

For further word on achieve- 
ments of ALA during the past 
year, it is suggested that perhaps 
some of Idaho’s librarians may 
find it convenient to come to Pull- 
man, Washington August 29-31 for 
the PNLA Conference. Ralph R. 
Shaw, ALA president, will be the 
honored guest, giving both a re- 
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NEWS NOTES 


BOISE JUNIOR COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 

The summer months find the 
BJC Library a comparatively quiet 
place. During Summer Sessions it 
is open in the mornings only, 
under the supervision of a student 
assistant, Charleen Rogers, who in 
the afternoon works in the film 
library. Lois Hansen, Assistant Li- 
brarian, is teaching a two unit 
course in School Library Methods 
and a four unit course in School 
Library Cataloging at the College 
of Idaho during their first six 
weeks session. After getting the 
yearly shipment of magazines off 
to the binder, Ruth McBirney, Li- 
brarian, will be leaving on June 
30 for a six weeks trip through 
Mexico with friends, and will re- 
turn just in time to attend PNLA 
in Pullman at the end of August. 


COLLEGE OF IDAHO LIBRARY 

Strahorn Library at The College 
of Idaho has joined the ranks of 
the many libraries having surveys 
made. Eli M. Oboler, Librarian at 
Idaho State College, was called in 
as a consultant in plans for re- 
modeling and to make a general 
library survey. As you may know, 
Mr. Oboler is a member of the 
Committee on Standards of the 
Association of College and Refer- 


port on ALA and a separate talk 
on “The Library of Tomorrow.” 
The undersigned, who happens to 
be ALA Coordinator for Idaho and 
PNLA President this year, sincere- 
ly hopes that many of those whe 
have not previously joined PNLA 
and ALA will make this year their 
first of many in which they may 
participate and profit in member- 
ship in two professional library or- 
ganizations supplementary to 
ISLA. 

Eli M. Oboler 

ALA Coordinator for Idaho 

PNLA President 


ence Libraries; he is chairman of 
a subcommittee to compile a mono- 
graph which will present the 
combined standards of the regional 
accrediting associations. Although 
the report of the Strahorn Survey 
has not yet been received, it is 
expected that this report will be 
of great assistance in charting the 
future growth and development of 
the library. 


IDAHO STATE COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 

Mrs. Sharon Enell Rupp, June 
honor graduate at ISC and stud- 
ent library assistant for four years, 
has joined the library staff for 
1956-57 as a library catalog clerk. 

Alice McClain, Associate Li- 
brarian, attended the ALA Annu- 
al Convention held at Miami 
Beach, Florida, June 17-23. So far 
as is known, she was the only 
librarian from Idaho attending this 
year. 

“The Introduction to Library 
Use” course was included as a 
summer course for the first time 
this year, with ten registrants. It 
will be a two-credit course be- 
ginning this fall, and it is expected 
that many prospective teacher li- 
brarians will register. 

Librarian Eli M. Oboler sur- 
veyed the library of the College 
of Idaho June 5-9, with particu- 
lar reference to remodeling the 
present building. 


UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO 
LIBRARY 

With the arrival of eight goose- 
neck lamps and their recent in- 
stallation, all library carrels are 
now equipped with individual 
reading lights. The carrels are very 
popular with 100 per cent occu- 
pancy most afternoons and many 
evenings. The new lamps replace 
the original lamps which were not 
firmly bolted to the carrel tops 
and which, as a result, disap- - 
peared. 
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NORTHWEST NAZARENE 
COLLEGE LIBRARY 

Miss Lois Herron, Assistant Li- 
brarian, is attending Library 
School at the University of Wash- 
ington this summer. She is work- 
ing toward the completion of her 
Master’s Degree. 


RICKS COLLEGE LIBRARY 

Donnell Hunter, Assistant Li- 
brarian, is spending the summer 
attending the University of Cali- 
fornia Library School at Berkeley. 
He is doing work for his Master’s 
Degree. 


Mrs. Bess Appointed to 
State Library Board 

Governor Robert E. Smylie 
names Mrs. Olive T. Bess, Caldwell 
as a member of the Idaho State 
Library Board, effective July 1, 
1956 to June 30, 1959. Mrs. Bess 
succeeds Mrs. Charles Winstead of 
Boise, who resigned effective at 
the end of her term, June 30, 1956. 


Librarians interested in working 
with the Veterans Administration 
may obtain the pamphlet The Li- 
brarian in the Veterans Adminis- 
tration by writing to: 

Chief, Library Division 

Veterans Administration Central 

Office 

Washington 25, D.C. 


Copies of the booklets entitled 
LITERARY TRAILS OF THE 
WESTERN STATES and THE 
SOUTHWEST AND WEST COAST 
IN LITERATURE may be obtained 
for fifty cents each from: 


David J. Harkness, Extension 
Librarian 
The University of Tennessee 
Division of University Extension 
Box 8540, University Station 
Knoxville, Tennessee 


Patronize Our Advertisers; 


Tell Them Where You Saw Their Ad! 
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Idaho State Library Association 
Attendance Record 


Biennial Meeting 
May 11-12, 1956 
Shore Lodge 
McCall, Idaho 
Anderson, Gilmer T. Campbell, Mrs. Marguerite 
Sales Representative State Board of Education 
Deseret Book Company New Meadows, Idaho 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Coffin, Marie 
Arkley, Stan 
Doubleday & Co. Carnegie Public Libary 


Belevue, Washington 


Atkinson, Theron 
Ricks College 
Rexburg, Idaho 


Baasch, Synnove L. 
Idaho State College Library 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Balch, Mrs. Glenn 
State Library Board 
Boise, Idaho 


Bennett, Margarett S. 
Cascade Library 
Cascade, Idaho 


Benscater, Mrs. Harry 
Troy Public Library 
Troy, Idaho 


Bess, Olive T. 

Strahorn Memorial Library 
College of Idaho 

Caldwell, Idaho 


Bingham, Marion 
Boise Public Library 
Boise, Idaho 


Brewis, Frederick 
Gaylord Representative 
Seattle, Washington 


Brummer, Edith 
Senior High School Library 
Boise, Idaho 


Caldwell, Idaho 


Coleman, Laura 
Idaho State College Library 
Pocatello Idaho 


DeVolder, Arthur L. 
Twin Falls Public Library 
Twin Falls, Idaho 


Dieter, Wesley H. 
Dieter Bookbinding Co. 
Denver 5, Colorado 


Doane, Dorothy E. 
Carnegie Public Library 
Caldwell, Idaho 


Dwyer, Mrs. Edna J. 
Pocate'lo Public Library 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Eastman, Gertrude 
State Department of Education 
Boise, Idaho 


Edmison, Pauline V. 
Boise Public Library 
Boise, Idaho 


Fackler, Mrs. Irene 
Public Library 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 


Fairchild, Marjorie E. 
East Junior High Library 
Boise, Idaho 
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Fay, R. W. 
P. F. Collier & Son Corp. 
Seaside, Oregon 


Finn, Eunice 
Council Valley Free Library 
Council, Idaho 


Gnoza, Edmund 
University of Idaho Library 
Moscow, Idaho 


Guenther, Martha M. 
Idaho State College Library 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Hanks, Vida C. 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 


Hansen, Lois N. 
Boise Junior College 
Boise, Idaho 


Herron, Lois 
Northwest Nazarene College 
Nampa, Idaho 


Hilswick, Mildred M. 
Senior High School Library 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Hunter, Don 
Ricks College Library 
Rexburg, Idaho 


Jones, Alton B. 
State Supt. of Public Instruction 
Boise, Idaho 


Kelsch, Margaret 
Idaho Falls Public Library 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 


King, Laura E. 
Clearwater Memorial Library 
Orofino, Idaho 


Lindsay, Mrs. Winifred B. 
Donnelly-McCall 
Donnelly, Idaho 


McBirney, Ruth 
Boise Junior College 
Boise, Idaho 


McClain, Alice 
Idaho State College Library 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Moore, John C. 
Bro-Dart Industries 
San Francisco, California 


Mount, Mrs. Emma H. 
Middleton High School 
Middleton, Idaho 


Nolen, Irl W. 
F. E. Compton & Co. 
Nyssa, Oregon 


Oboler, Eli M. 
Idaho State College Library 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Oliver, Irene 
Bonneville Branch Library 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Park, Thelma E. 
Boise Public Library 
Boise, Idaho 


Paulsen, Mrs. Herman 
Troy, Idaho 


Prior, Fern C. 
Lewis-Clark Normal School 
Lewiston, Idaho 


Reilly, Margaret 
Pocatello Public Library 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Selby, Mildred 
Public Library 
Boise, Idaho 


Slama, Michael 
University of Idaho Library 
Moscow, Idaho 


Slater, Lucille 
Idaho Falls Public Library 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 


South, Barbara 
McCall Public Library 
McCall, Idaho 
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Thurston, Mary 
McCall, Idaho 


Tempe, Dale 
Oregon News Co. 
Portland, Oregon 


Tremaine, F. D. 
J. K. Gill Co. 
Portland, Oregon 


Trombley, Mrs. Edward 
Weippe High School Library 
Weippe, Idaho 


Trimble, Carol 
Douglas County Library 
Roseburg, Oregon 


Van Walk, James 
Hertzberg’s Washington Bindery 
Tacoma, Washington 


Walker, Octavia G. 
Strahorn Memorial Library 
College of Idaho 

Caldwell, Idaho 


Webbert, Charles A. 
University of Idaho Library 
Moscow, Idaho 


Winkler, Mrs. Charles 
Council Library 
Council, Idaho 


Winstead, Mrs. Charles E. 
President State Library Board 
Boise, Idaho 


Zimmerman, Lee 
University of Idaho Library 
Moscow, Idaho 


Deseret 


DESERET BOOK maintains the most exten- 
sive stock of books between Denver and San 
Francisco. Your order is usually processed 
and sent out the same day we receive it. 


WE REGULARLY STOCK BOOKS OF THESE PUBLISHERS: 


Children’s Press Rand McNally 
World Publishing — Hart Publishing Meredith Publications 


Greystone Publications 


Garden City Prentice-Hall Platt-Munk 
Hanover House Simon and Schuster Warner Press 
Grosset-Dunlap Macmillan Wilcox-Follet 
Doubleday Franklin Watts And Many Others 


| Book Co. 


Now in New, Enlarged Quarters At 
44 EAST SOUTH TEMPLE 


SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 
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Gaylords 


SINCE 1896 


Library Supplies 
Library Furniture 


Bookmending 
Materials 


Prompt Shipments on All 
Library Supplies and 
Furniture 


SEE OUR CATALOG 


Gaylord Brothers, Inc. 


Stockton, California 


PARAGON 
BINDINGS 


Our NEW 1955 Fall list is 
out, with very substantial 
price reductions, on our 
prebounds. 


If you do not receive our 
lists, write for them today! 


DON R. PHILLIPS 
PARAGON BINDINGS 
Vandalia, Michigan 


The History of Idaho 


on Film 
The following newspapers 
are now available on 
Microfilm: 
Blackfoot Bulletin 
Daily Idahonian 
Idaho Daily Statesman 
Idaho Falls Post-Register 
Idaho State Journal 
Rupert Record 
Salt Lake Tribune 
(Idaho Edition) 
LIBRARIES: 10% Discount 
Given on Microfilm Readers 
with Purchase of Microfilm 
Write us for Details 


Universal 
Microfilming Corp. 


141 Pierpont Ave—EL 5-1411 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah 
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THE BouND-TO-STAY-BOUND 


Fiebound BOOK CLUB PLAN 


60 FAVORITE AUTHORS GENUINE BOUND-TO- 

IN GROUPS OF STAY-BOUND QUALITY 

12 BOOKS AT AMAZING SAVINGS. 
Now, for the first time you can 
get Bound-To-Stay-Bound 
PRE-BOUND books in a Club 
Plan which saves you time 
and money. Books in each 
group will be selected — five 
‘from Spring publication and 


Years 
A. & Girls 
tous 


g-11 Yee! seven from publication. 
c- Any selecti d may 
Girls be for | full credit. For 
12-16 complete information, send 


TODAY for. brochure describ- 
16 | ing the plan and the books. 


THIS SEAL OF QUALITY 


| BOOKS 
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| Am an Up-to-date Librarian 


Released at University of Missouri Workshop, April 24, 1956, in 
workshop Keynote address) 


I am the very model of an up-to-date librarian 

I serve the needs of everyone with zeal humanitarian 
I’m pleasant to the public, big wheel or infinitesimal 

As I explain card catalogs and Mr. Dewey’s decimal 
I get along with each trustee, the good and the contrary ’un 

And keep the staff all happy, though I feel the wear and tear-ian 
I furnish books and magazines, materials audio-visual 

And answer every query from abstract to superficial 
I help adult groups to arrange discussions educational 

d guard against the juveniles devouring the sensational 

_I speak at all the civic clubs from Lions to Rotarian 

I am the very model of an up-to-date librarian 
i I keep alert at workshops and committee meets professional 

I agitate for better laws to influence congressional ; 
In dealing with the budget, I’m discreet and economical 

Although my wants exceed my purse by figures astronomical 
I buy the latest “how-to-do” as well as incunabula 

And if I lack a work of art I send off for a replica 
And though the strain does not induce to paths octogenarian 

My aim is to eradicate the very last barbarian 
I serve the needs of everyone with zeal humanitarian 

I am the very model of an up-to-date librarian. 


—Mrs. Raymond A. Young 
President, Trustees and Citizens Division, MLA 
Member, State Library Commission 


(This poem is reprinted from the SHOW-ME LIBRARIES, April, 
1956, of the M. allel Library Association) 
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FROM COLLEGE TO 
COW COUNTRY 


dams’ ‘Log of 
Aug. 15, 1956—471 pages, 
large 12mo, 47 illustrations 
from photographs 


themselves, is told by Betty Spencer as 
she depicts the 1910 forest fire, de- 
scribing its sweep across northeastern 
‘Washington, northern Idaho, and on 
into northwestern Montana. 
Nev. 5, 1956—Approx. 272 
large 12me, 16 halftone 

ms from phs 
and endshoct map......... .$5.00 


Books from the Rocky Mountains 
SUMMER-WINTER LIST— 1956 


| 


ett 


a 
ethnic history and Paw ----- 
of irtigation, navigation, hydroelee- 
trie and atomic power im the region, 
Oct. % pages, 
phetographs 


WHALE HUNTERS 


15, 1956—A, 124 


DOCTORS 
DYNAMITE AND DOG3 
by Edith May Schussler 


if 


pushed forward in their gi 
the construction of the St. 
Tunnel through the B: 


ii 


Nov. 26, 1956—Apprex. 
poser, large 12me, 
endsheete 


AXTON 


Caldwell, Idahe 


| 
RE-ECHO by Hearn Koisumi 
B4ited by Nancy Jane Felless and the last Lafcadio - 
The Japanese son of the great writer, Lafcadio Hearn, here presents a treasure 
spans half a century to renew bond of father and son, East and West. 
Oct. 15, 1956—Apprez. 185 large Bve, four-col 

fllustrations), and mumereus black and white illustrations 
from original drawings by Lafeadic Hears. Limited Edition. .... .$10.00 

POLITICAL AND GUMPTION ISLAND DRUMMERS AND 
ECONCMIC by Felix Morley DREAMERS 
STRUCTURES a allegorical ncvel by Click Relander ; 
by Bela Hubbard aan “aes Aa account of Smowhala, the Proph- 
A book for Americans who have Arteries today et, of the Dreamer religion, and ef 
become confused by the loose Of actual community of Ge We 
erroneous use of jcal and econom- completely isclat mapums. living ot Priest Rapids oa 
je terms. The forms of gov- - the Columbia River. The narrati 
: ernment and of economy are defined of its reconstruction gives 
and illustrated, ‘and their historical De’ MMoriey’s rich 
backgrounds outlined. Our American tor and educator. 
a de 28, 1 
mocracy, shown most Sen 
perfect type of republic ever developed pages, large Tame... .98.00 iS 
and free enterprise the most modern, 
progressive economic system. 
July 16, 1956—185 pages, AMERICA AT THE Pe 
large 12me..... . Structures $4.00 CROSSROADS ABOARD THE 
by Francis H. Baffum GREY GOLD 
A brief Sut mono- by Chester Seett Howland 
graph on the table conflict be- A tale of an Indian youth 
tween the forces of atheistic com- aboard a New Engiand 
by Leon V. Almirall munism under the dictatorship of There are vivid denntignons ot whale 
An unvarnished account, one of the Soviet Russia and those of the free hunting, mutiny, and shipwreck, set 
best from the standpoint of realism world under the leadership of the against = background sot usually 
: and authenticity, of cattle ranching in United States. It presents a historical found in sea tales. 
the West. Writes William McLeod comparison of Russia and America Des. 5, 1 120 
Raine in the foreword: “This is a from their very beginnings and de- Caney penis 7 
fine book to put on the Ban fines their irreconcilable creeds. peers, lores 2me, pee | 
Sept, p from eld and 
97.50 
LOOKOUT TOWER 
THE BIG BLOW-UP by Rath Foote Kingsbury 
By Betty G. Spencer Margaret Adams, eighteen, achieves Tells much of the men who, under ; 
The fascinating story of the greatest one of her great ambitions—to serve difficult circumstances, [EN 
conflagration in forest history, when for a summer as a Forest Service F | 
men went insane, flung themselves guard. With her brother Dick, four- 
. teen, she mans Stampede Lookout 
Tower in the Snoqualmie National approximately nine thousan 
, Forest near Puget Sound, For young and the laying of sixty-fi - 
: people of high school age. Illustrated track for the Milwaukee 
by Ernest Norling. St. Regis, Montana, to St. Joe, 
Deo. 20, 1956—Apprex. 274 pages, 1907 1909. 
12me, colo: frontispiece, 6 ies. 
*page illustrations and 3 spots 
im black and white, and printed 


